Searching PAJ 



1/1 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(1 DPublication number : 08-063597 
(43}Date of publication of application : 08.03.1996 



(51)Int.CI. 



G06T 7/00 



(21) Application number : 06-196735 

(22) Date of filing : 22.08. 1 994 



(71) Applicant 

(72) Inventor : 



KONICA CORP 

ENOMOTO HIROMICHI 
TAKIZAWA NARIATSU 
KO HIROTETSU 
KAWAI MADOKA 



(54) FACE EXTRACTING METHOD 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To automatically and precisely extract a face out of an original 
color image by determining a face area from a feature amount in a determined 
face candidate area. 

CONSTITUTION: The original color image of a film 1 is read optically by a 
scanner 2, and the feature amounts of a color such as lightness, hue. chroma 
saturation and chomaticity are determined fi^om the RGB value of each 
obtained picture element, and if each feature amount is within a 
predetermined range, an object picture element is Judged to be skin-colored. 
Next, edge extraction is executed for an image composed of the picture 
elements Judged to be skin- colored. Then, plural elliptic or circular face 
templates different in size and the ratio of m^or axis/minor axis are 
generated. Subsequently, the degree of matching between an edge image and 
the face template is determined. Then, if this degree of matching is over a 
predetermined threshold, an area centering around the object picture element 
and surrounded by the face template matching best is Judged to be the face 
candidate area. 
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